MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday - February 7 - 6:30 AM
Helen Mendoza

Saturday - February 7 - 5:00 PM
Michael J. Gomez, Conversion & Healing

Sunday - February 8 - 8:30 AM
+Virginia Ramirez

Sunday - February 8 - 10:30 AM
Suannie Eustaquio

Sunday - February 8 - 12:30 PM
Missa Pro Populo

Sunday - February 8 - 2:30 PM
Marielle Therese Bulalacao

Sunday - February 8 - 5:00 PM
The Barba Family --- Req. by the Galvan Family

Monday - February 9 - 6:30 AM
The Galvan Family

Monday - February 9 - 8:00 AM
+Benigno M. Quirres

Monday - February 9 - 7:00 PM
Geiser Soler

Tuesday - February 10 - 6:30 AM
Nancy Carpio & Family

Tuesday - February 10 - 8:00 AM
Alyssa Orellana

Tuesday - February 10 - 7:00 PM
Jacky Valdivia

Wednesday - February 11 - 6:30 AM
Nancy Carpio & Family

Wednesday - February 11 - 8:00 AM
+Mariano V. Quines

Wednesday - February 11 - 7:00 PM
Mario Villalvazo, his Birthday

Thursday - February 12 - 6:30 AM
The Felix Family

Thursday - February 12 - 8:00 AM
All Souls in Purgatory

Thursday - February 12 - 7:00 PM
Mary Cole, her Birthday --- Req. by the Galvan Family

Friday - February 13 - 6:30 AM
The Lara Family

Friday - February 13 - 8:00 AM
Gerardo Huerta, his Birthday

Friday - February 13 - 7:00 PM
Ashley Sims

Saturday - February 14 - 6:30 AM
Jordan Aguinaldo

Saturday - February 14 - 5:00 PM

+Emile & +Angela Bahouth --- Req. by Samir & Maria Bahouth

LR R R R o R R R R R R R S R R R S R

The Parish Office will be closed on Monday, February 16 in

observance of the President’s Day holiday.
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INTENTIONS FOR THE SICK
Maria Hale, Frank & Yvonne Batista, Marilou Topacio, Sylvia Todd,
Mary Quinn, Phyllis Schabow, Ruben Pimental, Sister Margaret
Barrett, Iliana Aguirre, Renee Rivera, Cecilia Diaz, Griselda Paz,
Liam L. Topacio, Allen B. Topacio, Judy Nevarez, Victor Briceno, Fr.
John Gunningham, Hector Snyder, Gilbert Montana, Charles
Richardunn, Anastasia Zendejas, Norman Arredondo, John Estavez,
April Rodriguez, John Ryan, Arturo Gonzalez, Fred Minook, Gordon
P. Curtis, Alfonso Martinez, Baby Peter Rodriguez
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INTENTIONS FOR THE DECEASED
Fr. Louis Marx, Pope Francis, Jennifer Rivera, Saul Ortiz, CJ Hixson,
Lisa Von Sydow, Dwight Gelford, Fernando Montenez, Art Foltz,
Manuela Cabrera, Roseanna Ruiz, Perfecta Flores, Gustabo Marquez,
Frenky Casas, Samuel Avila, Lourdes Villamil, Sarah Von Sydow,
Karen Pimentel, Nada Soraya, Anita Gonzalez, Jose Maria Zendejas,
Alex Galvan, Rita Moore, Ernesto Estrada
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CHOOSE LIFE — Pregnancy Hot Line (909) 398-4838
“Married love differs from any other love in the world. By its nature,
the love of husband and wife is so complete, so ordered to a lifetime
of communion with God and each other, that it is open to creating a
new human being they will love and care for together.”
USCCB, Married Love and the Gift of Life
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2026 DDF CAMPAIGN
TODAY is our first DDF collection for 2026!

We are hoping for a strong start to our 2026 DDF! Your gift
supports the Seminarian Education Fund, Hospital Chaplains,
Catholic Charities, and ministries that support those in need and
strengthen the spiritual foundation of our community.

Each and every person’s giftis important, regardless of size.
Simply fill out a pledge card and place it in the offertory basket or
drop itin the mail. Thank you for your continued support!
Goal: $48,200.00
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YEAR END TAX LETTERS MAILED

In order to receive a tax letter, you must have been a registered
parishioner and donated more than $250 in 2025.

If you would like a tax letter at the end of the year for your
donations, you will need to be registered with the parish.
Registrations forms can be downloaded from the church’s website,
physically mailed to you or picked up from the Parish Office. Filled
out forms can be dropped into the collection basket at Mass.

To ensure an accurate record and to help make the process easier
for our collection counters, please use your parishioner envelopes.

If you do not need your collection envelopes, please call the
Parish Office to let us know. Thank you!
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HEALING AFTER LOST AT ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE

Healing After Loss is a 5-week grief support program designed to
help those who have lost a loved one work through the grieving
process. Before we can help others, we must first care for ourselves
in our grief.

This program will take place on five Wednesdays, beginning
February 25 through March 25, at St. Thomas the Apostle Church in
Riverside. A morning session will be offered from 10:00 a.m. to
12:00 noon, and an evening session will be offered from 6:00 p.m. to
8:00 p.m. Each session lasts approximately two hours. For more
information or to register, please contact the parish office at (951)
689-1131. A one-time fee of $40 is requested to cover the cost of
handout materials.

J.M.J.
5t SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
February 8, 2026

Why Marry in the Catholic Church?

If you are beginning to dream about getting married you may also
be thinking about where to hold your wedding ceremony. Every
couple wants their wedding to be a memorable event and wants the
ceremony to have a special meaning. The wedding day is one of the
most important days in a couple’s life. You probably have friends
who have found very creative ways to celebrate this day. Some may
have selected natural settings such as beaches or mountains, or
intimate settings such a parent’s or a friend’s home.

If you and/or your fiance(e) is Catholic, you are expected to
marry in a Catholic church unless you have received permission to
marry elsewhere. But marrying in a church is much more than an
obligation. It’s an opportunity to hold a celebration that is joyful and
meaningful, one that can have a positive impact on the rest of your
married life.

What can be more romantic than the centuries-old tradition of
walking down the aisle in a parish church full of family and friends?
What is more reassuring for the couple than being surrounded by the
people who love them and who will give them ongoing support?
What is more meaningful than reciting wedding vows handed down
by Christian tradition? What is more awe-inspiring than a rite
through which you enter a spiritual reality where God unites you as
husband and wife and gives you an important mission?

In the Catholic tradition, husband and wife accept a role in God’s
plan for humanity. They are to be ambassadors of God’s love.
Through their love for each other, they show God’s deep love for us,
and they collaborate with God to keep humanity alive. The Catholic
Church considers marriage a sacrament, a vehicle for God’s graces
to the couple and to the community.

The Promise of Permanence

The focal point of any wedding ceremony is the exchange of
consent, often called the wedding vows. The promises are not simply
a ritual that defines the relationship of two people in love. They are
much more. They are a sacred pact through which the spouses
embrace each other and, together, embrace Christ as their partner.
The pledge they make is unbreakable because through their union
with Christ they participate in the unbreakable pact between God and
humanity: the covenant that was sealed in the death and resurrection
of Jesus.

A permanent commitment is an inherent attribute of the marital
relationship. All couples who marry want their marriage to last a
lifetime. Researchers tell us that the presence of an irrevocable
commitment contributes to the happiness of the spouses. Linda
Waite and Maggie Gallagher, the authors of The Case for Marriage,
write: “Having a partner who is committed for better or for worse, in
sickness and in health, makes people happier and healthier.”

But married life is difficult and today many couples find it hard to
keep their promises. Many young people have grown up
experiencing the pain of divorce. While wanting to marry, they find
it hard to believe that marriages can last a lifetime. They are afraid to
commit. One of the benefits of a sacramental marriage in the
Catholic Church is the power of God’s grace, which helps spouses
keep their commitment and find happiness together. Social scientists
are finding that couples who recognize God’s presence in their
relationship are most satisfied in their marriages and are least likely
to put their children, families, and friends through the pain of a
divorce.

Experiencing God’s Grace

Couples of faith are more successful and satisfied in marriage not
because they have fewer problems than anyone else. What helps
these couples grow and overcome obstacles is the help they find in
God’s grace. Recently we asked some couples: “How do you
experience God’s grace in your marriage?”

A wife married 28 years said: “We experience God’s grace in our
marriage through the seasons of our life. He was present when we
were newlyweds, when we had young children, and he is present
now that we are empty nesters. He gives us strength in the tough
times and celebrates with us the good times.”

A husband married 43 years said, “I experience God’s grace in
the love and support I receive from my wife. Her care and patience
are gifts I do not deserve. They are grace.”

Another husband married 15 years said, “I feel God’s grace when
life gets out of control — loss of a job. I know I can turn to God and
find the courage I need to carry on.”

A wife married 20 years said, “There are times when we are
having an argument and we go to church still upset with each other.
We hear a reading that speaks right to us. We look at each other and
smirk because we know that God has touched our stubbornness. This
is grace.”

God’s grace is all around because the spouses do not travel their
journey alone. Blessed Pope John Paul II said: “Jesus does not stand
by and leave you alone to face the challenge. He is always with you
to transform your weakness into strength. Trust him when he says:
‘My grace is enough for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.” (2 Cor. 12:9)”

Marriage in the Catholic Church is attractive not only because of
its meaningful rituals and traditions, but because of its impact on
your life and happiness. Couples can fully appreciate its value they
look at married life through the eyes of faith. Then you will see your
wedding not as a one-day event but as the door to a great adventure
that will last the rest of your life, a journey that involves not just you
and your spouse but one that includes God, your children, your
community, and all of society. Marriage is not an isolated
relationship. The family-based on marriage is the fundamental cell of
human society. The Catholic Church invites you to give meaning to
your life by embracing the vocation of marriage and forming a
family that is dedicated to cultivating and sharing God’s love.
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Readings: Cycle 1, Weekday Readings; (Year A for Sundays)

2/7/126 1 Kings 3:4-13, Mark 6:30-34 (328)
2/8/26 Isaiah 58:7-10, 1 Corinthians 2:1-5, Matthew 5:13-16 (71)
2/9/26 1 Kings 8:1-7, 9-13, Mark 6:53-56 (329)

2/10/26 1 Kings 8:22-23, 27-30, Mark 7:1-13 (330) — St. Scholastica

2/11/26 1 Kings 10:1-10, Mark 7:14-23 (331)

2/12/26 1 Kings 11:4-13, Mark 7:24-30 (332)

2/13/26 1 Kings 11:29-32; 12:19, Mark 7:31-37 (333)

2/14/26 1 Kings 12:26-32; 13:33-34, Mark 8:1-10 (334) — Sts. Cyril
& Methodius

Intercessions for Life: For all married couples: May their openness to

new life bear witness to the generous love of God; We pray to the

Lord.

Papal Intention for February: Let us pray that children suffering

from incurable diseases and their families receive the necessary

medical care and support, never losing strength and hope.
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To Report the Sexual Abuse of a Child by Clergy, Deacon,

Employee or Volunteer, call the toll-free Sexual Misconduct

Hotline at 1-888-206-9090.
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